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Professor David McGlynn’s Memoir Honored by the
Wisconsin Library Association
Posted on: July 11th, 2013 by Rick Peterson

For the second time this year, Lawrence University Associate
Professor of English David McGlynn has been honored for his
writing.

David McGlynn
His memoir, “A Door in the Ocean,” has been recognized by the
Wisconsin Library Association’s Literary Awards Committee with
its 2013 Outstanding Achievement Award. Earlier this year, the
book was cited by the Council for Wisconsin Writers with its 2012
Kenneth Kingery/August Derleth Nonfiction Book Award.
The WLA’s Literary Awards Committee annually reviews some
200 books by Wisconsin authors published during the previous
calendar year and chooses 10 or less to be recognized as
outstanding. The selections are based on both literary merit and
quality of production, including editing, printing and publishing.
“A Door in the Ocean” traces McGlynn’s journey from
competitive swimming and family tragedy through radical

evangelicalism and adult life.
This is the second time McGlynn has been honored by the WLA.
His first book, “The End of the Straight and Narrow,” received the
WLA’s Outstanding Achievement Award in 2008. That book, a
collection of nine short stories examining aspects of religious faith,
also earned the 2008 Utah Book Award.
Most recently, McGlynn wrote the chapter “Leviathan,” the story
of a triple homicide that devastates a high school swim team, for
the just-published book “True Crime, Real Life Stories of
Abduction, Addiction, Obsession, Murder, Grave-Robbing and
More.”
He also has written a number of essays and short stories for a
variety of publications, including Men’s Health, Huffington Post
and The Literary Review.
A Lawrence faculty member since 2006, McGlynn was presented
Lawrence’s 2009 Award for Excellence in Creative Activity. He
earned his bachelor’s degree in English and philosophy from the
University of California, Irvine and master and doctorate degrees
from the University of Utah.	
  

